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#1E 20054 %£6 H 16 B (K) #Hf . Professor emeritus Mark Selden (Binghamton University)
BB+ I F—  ‘Rethinking Japan and the Asia-Pacific in an Era of Global Conflict’
[HAE-7 V7 KPFEEREZ | 70— 28F0RRO LT

H4 . Mark E. Caprio( 4B £ R - B:¥8EIR)

Why, in the midst of perhaps the most prosperous period of Northeast Asian history, does Japan continue to face problems reconciling

with its neighbors? Longtime Asia watchers Mark Selden and Gavan McCormack both considered Japanese identity issues in their discussions
that centered on this question. This problem first has historical roots. Ever since at least the Meiji Period Japan has fumbled over its relations
with Asian states. When it wasn't trying to distance itself from them it attempted to dominate them. Contemporary Japan finds itself at a similar
crossroads: whether to retain its postwar relationship with the United States, or to forge stronger ties with its Asian neighbors.

Japan's inability to settle its colonial and wartime disputes limits its options. The sincerity of its repeated apologies is called into question
by official visits to Yasukuni shrine by Japan's leaders, governmental approval of controversial textbooks, and claims of ownership over contested
offshore islands. Its apparent insensitivity to this past fuels nationalist sentiments within its neighboring countries, reactions that Japanese
exaggerate as nationalism run amuck. Japan's counterresponse relies on failed historic portrayals of its uniqueness and superioriority. Its failure
to come to terms with its neighbors also costs it economically and diplomatically. Japan loses project bids (such as to build high-speed railways
in China) and encourages protest when it attempts to gain positions of global leadership (such as membership in the elite United Nations Security
Council).

With the economic growth of the Northeast region over the last few decades it would appear natural that the states in the region seek
to strengthen their community bonds. Japan, as the most prominent economic power of this region, would appear be in a position to assume a
leadership role in this community. Thus, Japan's most prudent diplomatic decision would be to forge more trusting ties with its Northeast Asian

neighbors. Selden and McCormack suggested on this night that to date Japan appears to have done little to move in this direction.
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